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Photos by BENJAMIN RUSNAKNews-Press SOMBER MARCH: Pallbearers carry the caskets of Sisters Rosa Maria Orjuela and Maria de las Mercedes Posada to the LaBelle Civic Center as mourners follow, singing as the procession makes its way down Belmont Street on Tuesday morning. Sisters touched thousands -V J ; STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: Sisters Bienvenida Velez, left, and Madeleine Desloge are comforted by other sisters from the Society of the Sacred Heart as they watch the caskets lowered into their graves at Fort Denaud Cemetery in LaBelle. service was moved to the civic center. "These two people are going to be greatly missed," said Rene Albina, who was at the service with her two children. "They did a lot for the people of LaBelle. Everyone knew them." Inside the center, which was converted to look like a church with folding chairs taking the place of pews, the mix of mourners was evident. People of all races filled the small building. Outside, the diversity was reflected in a quick glance at the parking lot mixed with shiny new Cadillacs were mud-splashed trucks used to haul workers to the fields. The Mass was conducted by a . host of clergy from throughout the state, including the Rev. John Ne- See SISTERS 8A Deaths leave void By LUCIO GUERRERO News-Press staff writer To say Sisters Maria de las Mercedes Posada and Rosa Maria Orjuela helped a few people would be an understatement. To say they helped thousands would be closer to the truth. When the nuns died in a two-vehicle accident early Thursday morning, it left a void in the community of LaBelle. The sisters helped feed, counsel and minister to a large number of immigrants who work at area farms. Tuesday, the community where Sisters Maria Mercedes and Rosa Maria once served came to say goodbye. ROSA MARIA: "Sister Yes." MARIA MERCEDES: "Sister Smile.' About 400 people jammed into the LaBelle Civic Center to attend a memorial service for the two Society of the Sacred Heart nuns who came from Colombia. The service originally was going to be at their church, Our Lady Queen of Heaven, but, because of the anticipated crowd
