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﻿ Sister Roche, 

My apologizes for my delayed response, it was misplaced in my emails.  Yes, you are welcome to use my comments. I will add some more. I remember attending her retirement party a Catholic Charities in San Diego, apparently she didn’t actually retire then. Although there are many reasons I embraced the Roman Catholic faith as an adult, Sister Fran’s example of life was one of those reasons. 

This is a story I’ve shared with colleagues, employees, and my university students. About 30 years ago, as I grew in my Christian faith I began to question whether I could continue my career as an Immigration Deportation Officer because that job requires you to arrest some hard working immigrants and send them back to a life that often includes poverty, civil unrest, and possibly worse. I sought counsel from Sister Fran. We met for coffee outside the office.  When I explained my concern, her answer was immediate, "Mike, if everyone like you left INS (Immigration & Naturalization Service) who would be left to work there, you have compassion for the migrants".  I never thought of myself as a particularly compassionate person, but I am a Christian. In my various roles in law enforcement I've always thought of the adage, "There but for the grace of God go I", whenever I've had to take people into custody.  

Evangelism is not a talent given to me, but took Sister Fran's advice to heart and decided that I could actively spread that message of human compassion in my work.  I continued to treat people like I would want my own family to be treated if they were in a similar situation, and I challenged peers who did not treat detainees with appropriate compassion.  I did move into senior management in the agency that would become DHS/ICE.  In that role I had the power to insist that subordinate supervisors and officers complied with my (Christian) idea of appropriate treatment of those subject to our control under the laws.  I was able to contribute to improvements in immigration detention facilities and detention standards nationwide.  I was able to objectively show that better care for detainees is not only moral, it is just a good business practice as well.  You have to sell this to a secular government.  I must attribute my affirmative proactivity to Sister Fran because I doubt I would have thought to take the extra step absent her counsel.      

After I retired from ICE I taught Criminal Justice at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.  Many of my former students have careers in law enforcement, corrections, and prosecutions.   I have had former students in those fields come by my university office and tell me that following Sister Fran's advice to treat everyone with with human compassion has made there lives and those around them better.  I'll quote just one former student, a one young Border Patrol Agent, "You know Mr. Magee, I treat the aliens like they're cousins or something, just in a difficult situation,, like you talked about in class and everything works out better.  Even though I'm just a trainee Agent, the other Agents start treating the detainees like people, not just detainees.  Its good, I like it, thanks".   

As a result of the brief conversation with Sister Fran over 30 years human compassionate has spread out to impact many thousands of people, some people in authority being more compassionate than they might have been to others and others in difficult situations receiving on more compassionate.   I do know that compassionate was spread by the grace of God,  Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  In any case I am very grateful that Sister Fran was in my life. 

Yours in Christ,

Mike

