Cister Patricis Harrett - 1914 - 1987

1t happened on Februscy 17th in the early eveninn. It happened wery gquistly,
Jur Lord ceame to bring our dear Sister Patricis Barrett Home. Parhaps, we at
Dakwood were » little surprised st His coming, yeb we could not hold on to Pslb
when His call come, for now she wes ab rest with Him,

Born in Garyv. indians. on July 28, 1914, 5S¢, Barrett spent the early years of
her life there, her grade school yesrs at & parochisl schesl, high schoal years at
a public high school. She encolled at Maryville Caiimgﬁ in 1931, gesdusting in
1995, She entered the Soniety of the Sacred Heart in Octeber, 1935, OF this
sxperience, she wrote: "I learned about the vows of rpelinieus 1ife when 1 entered
the Society of the Sacred Heart at the age of twenty-ons, The theory was elear and
unsouivocel in the days before ¥atican TI. By our vows we freely bound ourselves
te serve God in the Secisty by poverty. chastity and cbedience sconrding to the
spirit and rules of the Society, 1 made those on April 29, 19389

% lived the bows in a very sctive menner from April, 19058, wntil 1979 with
retirement from Maryville Colleqge. During those yesrs and until May, 1980, 1
tauaht geade school, high schoel snd cellege: gircls and boys, mrivlbts, including
polinemen, convicts and ex-convictss - people from every svenue and alley of 1ife,
811 profited by the substance of the subject metter, whether conveyed in classpoom,
pelice station, or jail cell. #y purpose was to help them grow in knowledge and
love of Gade, to develop the concept and experisnce of Mis unfsiling lovs Tor them."

What Sister Sarrebtt doss not mention in her own aceount is bhet on February 11,
1945, she made her profession at Kenwood under bthe gireciion aof faversnd Mather
Aadkin., To the Probation was given the name: Lowe of the Will of Lod., with the
mottor Humility gives mesning to obedience,

Che alse doess not mention that in the years following her profession, she was
ennaged in graduate study. recsiving her PHD Ffrom St. Louis University in 1950,
During this period she was also tesching college classes in Economics, Sociology,
Governmand, and she was also 2 student counsellor,

In the 1960%s and 1970 s, new vistas opened up for Sister Barreth due fo the
ralaxation of cloister reaulations, and Gister Barrebtt wes sble to join aaoial
action to her full time college tesching. She ssye of this time: "Thess wers

active vears, beaching, ministering to every kind of need whether the victims
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wars sopial oubocnsis, bomeless, suffering street people, or troubled members of the

more affluent segments of sosiety, 1 made qood friends among them and wag constantly
amazad at the virtue and generosity which smerged in the most adverse clroumsiances.
ALl were opsisful for the help snd interest in then personally. They were not essily
decéived and were guick to spot a phony and just as guick to detect genuine concern.
The time For rebirement was, howsver, spprosching. Physical handicaps Tound Pat
unahle to continue both ker teaching and her work with those in need.  In 1984, St
RBarrett arrived at (okwood. Handioappsd she was, but thiz did not prevent her from
taking brisk welks, being active in the Community, playing bridoe, reading extensively,
showing concern over world problems, In many wsys, she was still using her Sociology,
her knowledage of Coversment, Shs continusd to be bobh a teacher and & student, At
the same time, she was experiencing physics) and mentasl diminishment, arowing
Relplessness - s Finel test of her Love of the Will of God and of her humility
giving meaning to obediencs. This was, indaed, the Tinal test, oot an sasy one,
and one thet she strungled to pass.  The strugole gave way bo submission, submission
to pesce, and while bhe community was praving with her, Sister Pabricis Sarrett
quistly lafi ws In the evening of Fsbruscy 17the She had reached the end of hep

Jotrney - Home, the sverlasting Homs whers she, oup Pat. rests In pesce.
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