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In the mid-80s the Society opened the SOFIA (Services Offered For Immigration Advocacy) Immigration Services in San Diego, California. Sofia was founded to assist Central American migrants, who were the first asylum seekers in the area. The organization offered low-cost and pro bono services to the immigrant community. The organization, small and flexible, could take the cases that fell between the cracks. The goals of SOFIA included combatting immigration fraud, informing the immigrant community of their rights, and providing quality representation before the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services and the Board of Immigration Appeals.
 	An RSCJ who spent many years in SOFIA recalls: “Initially all the work was done by home visiting, as having someone undocumented in one’s car could mean confiscation and a fine.  Slowly I began a long process of documenting people with work authorizations.  Then these people could come to office.   Registration for ABC, A protective status for Central Americans helped to keep all safe.”   An example of the extent of the services: the report for August 1997 registers 445 applications files with INS, 79 appearances in court, and 660 consultations/advice.  Statistics for the 1999-2000 fiscal year show a total of 1391 persons assisted, from 81 countries. Later many obtained Legal Residency and the center gradually phased out.” 

With the heart of an educator; The Society of the Sacred Heart 
present among migrants and refugees



