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Dorothy Ann Clark 

December 5, 1941 - January 20, 2009 

Dorothy Ann Clark was born in St Louis, Missouri, on December 5, 1941, to George and Dorothy 

Bussen Clark. Dotty described her mother as a traditional Catholic who treasured her faith and religious 

heritage; her father became a Catholic at the time of his marriage. Her mother was the nurturer of the family; 

her father the disciplinarian. His discipline must have been tempered with great love, for Dotty idolized him. 

From first through fourth grade Dotty attended St Anthony's parochial school in South St. Louis. It 

was there that she made her First Communion and was confirmed. From fifth grade on, Dotty and her sister, 

Georgia, three years younger, attended St. John the Baptist parochial elementary and high school. When Dotty 

was fourteen, her brother, George was born, and she quickly became his second mother. In her senior year of 

high school, Dotty won a partial scholarship to Maryville College, now Maryville University, which at that 

time was located in South St Louis, not far from her home. In 1961, the college moved to a new site in St. 

Louis County, and it was from there that Dotty graduated cum laude in May 1963, with a major in chemistry 

and a minor in mathematics and philosophy. However, a glance at her transcript reveals several courses in her 

other great love, music. It was at Maryville that Dotty met Harriet Padberg, RSCJ, who became her mentor, 

confidant and life-long friend. 

In September 1963, Dotty entered the novitiate of Society of the Sacred Heart in Albany, New York. 

In all the years before, Dotty had spent only three days away from her family. In her own words, "Saying that 

I was homesick was an understatement. It took quite a while before I could go longer than ten minutes without 

crying. I missed my family very much." On August 15, 1966, Dotty pronounced her first vows and, from the 
novitiate, returned to Maryville for further study in theology and philosophy. 

In the fall of 1968, Dotty began teaching at the Academy of the Sacred Heart in St Charles, Missouri. 

In the catalogs of the next four years, her ministry is listed as "classes." True, Dotty taught high school 

science, math and music, but she didn't just teach those classes; she brought to the classroom enthusiasm and 

creativity. Every new interest or hobby found its way into her teaching. Way ahead of her time, she became 

concerned about water pollution and, in the summers of 1969 and 1970, attended a program on water pollution 

in New Hampshire. This interest led to the institution of a high school course in environmental science. Other 

courses followed: creative music, practical mathematics and photography. 

At an early age, Dotty had learned to play the piano. As an RSCJ, she learned to play the organ and, 

later, taught herself to play the guitar. Her love of music was transmitted to her students, and her work with 

the high school chorus resulted in many outstanding concerts. An RSCJ who lived with Dotty at this time has 

never forgotten the concert at which the high school chorus sang an arrangement of the school song 

interspersed with the hauntingly beautiful 19th century American folk song, "Shenandoah," nor the African 

Mass,. complete with drums, that she and her students prepared. Dotty remained at St Charles until the high 

school closed at the end of the 1972 academic year. 

The time had come for Dotty to begin the preparation for her profession. She asked to go to Africa for 

probation and made final profession on December 8, 1972, in Nkozi, Uganda, with the intention of remaining 

in Africa. Her time in Africa spanned almost twenty years, during which she served in Uganda, Kenya, 

Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia and Zambia. She returned to the U.S. in the spring of 1983 for a sabbatical. 

During that time, she participated in the Institute of Pastoral Studies program at Loyola University in Chicago, 
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